
A detailed-on site Agricultural Land Classification survey was carried out on the site to determine 

the quality of the underlying soil.

The ALC divides land into 5 Grades, with Grade 3 further subdivided into Grade 3a and 3b.  

Consistent with national guidance, Grades 1, 2 and 3a represents the ‘‘best and most versatile’ 

agricultural land’.  

Sub-Grade 3b land is defined as Moderate Quality Agricultural Land - Land capable of producing 

moderate yields of a narrow range of crops, principally cereals and grass or lower yields from a 

wider range of crops or high yields of grass which can be grazed or harvested over most of the year.

The ‘‘best and most versatile’ land’ is considered to be the most flexible, productive and efficient in 

response to inputs and which can best deliver future crops for food and non-food uses such as 

biomass, fibres and pharmaceuticals.  Current estimates are that Grade 1 and 2 together form about 

21% of all farmland in England; Sub-Grade 3a contains a similar amount.  

The site is almost entirely grade 3b moderate agriculural land.  The ‘‘best and most versatile’’ soils 

only account for approximately 4.38% of the development area. In National, Regional and Local 

terms this development would not have an impact on the loss of the ‘‘best and most versatile’’ soils.

Agricultural Land Classification

Bluestone Energy Ltd is proposing a renewable 
energy scheme on land at Canon Barns Road, 
East Hanningfield, approximately 8.9km south 
east of Chelmsford City Centre.
 
Electricity generated by the solar farm will be 
transported by a private wire connection directly 
to Essex & Suffolk Water’s Hanningfield Water 
Treatment Works which is located circa 0.7km to 
the west of the proposed solar farm. This will 
support Essex & Suffolk Water’s ambition to be 
have net zero carbon emissions by 2027.
 
Our planning application proposes a 
comprehensive package including landscaping 
works alongside ecological and biodiversity 
benefits. Alongside this, the site would also be 
used for seasonal grazing if approved.
 
The site is being designed to have a 30-year 
lifespan. Following construction there will be 
limited activity on the site amounting to servicing 
of the equipment and management of 
biodiversity.
 
Te panels will be laid out in arrays set at an angle 
of c. 20 degrees, with the top edges of the panels 
being up to 2.75 metres above ground.
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